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Summary

Scientists from the ICAR-IIWBR and AICRP
cooperating centres conducted surveys to
monitor wheat crop health. Crop health was
judged to be excellent throughout all wheat-
growing regions. There were no noteworthy
disease or insect pest infestations during
December 2025. The temperature was on higher
side during the month, making conditions for
yellow  rust development, uncongenial.
However, for the coming days farmers are
advised to keep strict vigil for yellow rust in
disease prone areas. The disease can be
recognized by the presence of yellow stripes
mainly on the leaves with yellow powder on
fingers while touching diseased leaves. The
disease begins as “foci of infection” and spreads
rapidly if weather is favorable. In this case,
farmers are advised to spray affected areas with
recommended fungicides i.e. Propiconazole
0.1% or Tebuconazole 50% + Trifloxystrobin
25% WG 0.06% to prevent the disease from
spreading. In December, some farmers observed
very low incidence of spot blotch/leaf blight,
root rot, and termites in their fields. Overall, the
wheat crop health is excellent in all wheat
growing areas and the prevailing weather is
favourable for the crop growth. Farmers were
advised on crop health related issues through
information

surveys and

(mobile/WhatsApp/Facebook). Detailed state-

technology

wise reports are available:
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Haryana and Punjab

Surveys were conducted in Haryana and Punjab to know the crop health situation. Given favorable
weather conditions, farmers have been advised to remain vigilant against the disease and timely advice
was provided to them through Whatsapp, SMS, Facebook and newspapers. Overall, the crop condition
was good in the various fields surveyed.

A survey of wheat-growing areas in Hisar and Bhiwani districts was conducted on 12 December 2025.
During the survey, it was recorded that in village Malwas Kohar, District Bhiwani, a mixture of two
wheat varieties, C 306 and PBW 826, were sown on 2 November 2025. Spot blotch disease was noticed
in two fields, but only at trace levels. No visible symptoms of other foliar diseases were observed on the

leaves. However, during examination, mild browning spots were noticed on a few seminal roots,

indicating minor root-level symptoms.

During the month of December, on 22.12.2025, a Team from PAU Ludhiana including Dr. Jaspal Kaur,
visited Villages of Shri Anandpur Sahib and Noorpur bedi and no disease occurrence found. Dr Beant
Singh, Principal Entomologist, Department of Plant Breeding and Genetics surveyed the districts of
Ludhiana, Barnala, Sangrur, Patiala and Malerkotla on 18-12-2025 for the incidence of pink stem borer
(PSB), other insect-pests and general wheat crop health. The detailed observations made during survey
are tabulated below. In general, the crop was free from all the major insect-pests and diseases. The

farmers were advised to remain vigilant and use recommended integrated pest management practices.
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Table 1: Information on sowing of crop and pest incidence recoded during survey in Punjab

Village/Farmer’s Method of sowing | Dater of | Variety | Area Pest incidence
Name Sowing (acre)
Dhapi, Ludhiana Super Seeder 10.11.25 - 8 Nil
Tusse, Ludhiana Super Seeder 01.11.25 PBW 11 > (.1% in one patch
872 of a kanal
Tajpur near Raikot, Super Seeder 25.11.25 HD 5 Nil
(Ludhiana) 2967
Dadahur, Barnala Super Seeder 02.11.25 PBW 7 Nil
826
Sekhe, Barnala Broadcasting after - - 5 Nil
baler
Kothe Bakriwale, Broadcasting after 08.11.25 PBW 7 Yellowing of crop in
Sangrur rotavator 826 patches of 2 ac
Moolowal, Sangrur -do- - - 7 Nil
Rangian, Sangrur Broadcasting after - - 8 Nil
baler
Bugra, Sangrur -do- 02.11.25 PBW 6 Nil
872
Ladda Sangrur Super Seeder - - 7 > 0.1% in one patch
of a kanal
Mardkhera, Sangrur Super Seeder 08.11.25 PBW 6 Nil
826
Sajuma, Sangrur Broadcasting after - - 3 Nil
rotavator
Gharachon, Sangrur Happy Seeder 06.11.25 PBW 10 Nil
872
Bhedpura, Patiala Super Seeder - - 5 Nil
Dhablan, Patiala Super Seeder - - 8 Nil
Ghaniwal, Patiala Super Seeder - - 7 Nil
Dhadogal, Malerkotla | Broadcasting after 30.10.25 PBW 10 Nil
rotavator 826
Phalewal, Malerkotla Rotavator + - - Nil
broadcasting

On 23.12.2025, a survey was conducted by Haryana State Government officials in the wheat fields near

Sadalpur village, during which no symptoms of

yellow rust were observed. Subsequently, on
29.12.2025, Dr. Pradeep Sharma, PI (Crop
Protection), and Dr. C. N. Mishra, Senior
Scientist (Plant Breeding), visited wheat fields
in Kaithal. No incidence of yellow rust or aphid

infestation was observed in the fields.
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Jammu
A survey was conducted in Jammu and Samba districts to know the crop health situation on 30

December, 2025. Team was comprised with Dr. M. K. Pandey, Chief Scientist, Wheat Pathologist,
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SKAUST-Jammu to know the health status of wheat crop at
farmer’s field. A team of scientists comprising of Dr. M. K
Pandey (Chief Scientist & PI) Pathologist, Dr. S. K. Rai (Chief
Scientist) Breeder and Dr. Bupash Kumar (Chief Scientist)
Breeder of SKUAST-J. The survey was conducted on the
route starting from Miran Sahib, Kotli Main Fateh, Prithipur, ;
Bishnah, Suha Wada, Avatara chak, Bhatyari, Chak Chimna 2 Lng rasgesrr

and Bhagwanai Chak. Overall, the crop condition was good in m B

the various fields surveyed. No rust was observed in surveyed areas. However, in some fields lower
leaves yellowing was evident. Minor incidence of pink stem borer was observed on wheat in Prithipur in
Jammu and Bhagwanai Chak on barley in Samba district. Keeping in view of the congenial weather

conditions for the occurrence of yellow rust disease in the surveyed wheat fields, farmers were advised to

maintain strict vigilance against yellow rust.

Uttar Pradesh

Professor V.P. Chaudhary (Wheat Pathologist) at ANDUAT, Ayodhya conducted surveys. He noted that
the sowing of the crop was completed by the last week of December in farmers’ fields. No incidence of
diseases such as foliar blight or rust was observed in the surveyed area. The survey was conducted in
Sultanpur, Ayodhya, and Amethi districts of Uttar Pradesh. However, yellowing symptoms were noticed

in some fields of wheat varieties DBW 222, DBW 187, HD 2967, and HD 2777.

Rajasthan

Survey was conducted by Dr. Hemraj
Gurjar (Nematologist), Rajasthan
Agricultural Research Institute, Durgapura
in the farmers’ fields in six districts of

Rajasthan viz., Jaipur, Sikar, Kotputli,

Tonk, Dausa and Sawai Madhopur, to
assess the incidence and intensity of

Cereal Cyst Nematode (CCN). Diseased ' Lo g A

fields were randomly selected on the basis of above ground symptoms of the crops. Symptoms of
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stunting, yellowing, patchy and poor growth were recorded during survey of each field. Roots and soil
samples were collected from the rhizosphere of wheat and barley crops showing above ground symptoms
along with composite soil sample. Root and soil sample were processed with standard technique of
nematode identification (Cobb’s Sieving and Decanting Method). Presence of cereal cyst nematode was
further confirmed by seeing the bushy roots with white cyst on it. Mature white cysts were not fully
developed on the roots because crop is around only one month old. Cereal cyst nematode infestation was
recorded in all surveyed six districts. Lalsot, Mitrapura, Shivdaspura, Chaksu, Bassi, Jhajda were the

observed locations which were heavily infested by Cereal Cyst Nematode.

Madhya Pradesh

A survey to assess wheat crop conditions, disease incidence, and insect pest status was conducted in
Narmadapuram district and adjoining districts, namely Narsinghpur, Raisen, Harda, Betul, and Pandurna
by Dr. KK Mishra during 28-30 December 2025. In Narmadapuram district, more than 20
locations/villages were surveyed, including Raisalpur, Nitaya, Rohan, Itarsi, Chautalay, Shivoni Malva,
Dharamkundi, Shivpur, Dolaria, Hirankhed, Pathraut Soyat, Anchalkheda, Babai, Sohagpur, Piparia,
Bankhedi, and adjoining areas. The wheat crop in most locations was timely sown and at the 30-35 days
growth stage. However, in the Babai block, the crop was observed to be late sown. Overall, the crop
condition was very good, and no incidence of major diseases or insect pests was recorded. Farmers
predominantly cultivated new high-yielding varieties, including HI 8759, HI 1650, MP 1323, GW 322,
GW 513, DBW 303, and DBW 377. Additionally, the private variety Shriram 303 was grown over a
considerable area. In Raisen district, more than 10 villages on the route such as Deori, Budhanwara,
Kekda, Bhopatpur, Sillari Kala, Harsil, Katansir, Badi, and Bareli were surveyed. The crop was irrigated,
approximately 25-35 days old, and in very good condition. The entire surveyed area was dominated by
recent high-yielding wheat varieties. In Harda district, villages across Timarni, Khirkia, and Harda tehsils
were surveyed. The crop age ranged from 35 to 50 days and was largely composed of high-yielding
varieties. Crop condition was very good. A very mild foliar blight incidence was noticed in some early-
sown fields, but overall disease pressure remained negligible. In Narsinghpur district, areas including
Tepapar, Chichauli, Kareli, Barman Khurd, Piperpani, Khamaria, Gadarwara, and Kodia were assessed.
The majority of the area was under new aestivum and durum wheat varieties. Due to variation in sowing
dates, crop stages ranged from 15 to 35 days, with the overall crop health rated as very good. In Betul
district, surveys were conducted in Dhar Barrier, Hari, Milanpur, Sohagpur (Sapna Dam), Pathakheda,
Nagarkot, Pattan, Pipalpani, and adjoining areas. The crop was at the 2540 days growth stage and in

very good condition. A large proportion of the area was planted with private-sector wheat varieties. In
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Pandurna district, wheat fields in Neelkanth, Mordongari, Rajna, Papla Narayanwar, Parsodi, and
Palahara Pankha were surveyed. The crop was largely cultivated with the variety GW 322 along with
private-sector seeds, which were widely adopted by farmers. Overall, across all surveyed areas, the wheat

crop was healthy, rust-free, and maintained under irrigated conditions, with crop stand and vigor rated as

very good.

Bihar

A field survey under the All India Coordinated Research Project on Wheat and Barley (AICRP-W&B),
BAU, Sabour was conducted on 18 December 2025. The survey team comprising Dr. Deepak K.
Baranawal, Dr. Seema, and Dr. Shraddha Bhaskar Sawant inspected wheat fields in Ibrahimpur village,
Bhagalpur district. The objective of the visit was to assess the current crop health status and to interact
with farmers regarding prevailing wheat cultivation practices. The observations indicated that the wheat

crop was in good health, with no visible symptoms of rust, leaf blight, or other major diseases at the time

of inspection.
Farmers actively
participated in
discussions, sharing
their experiences on
crop  management,
which reflected a
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awareness and regular monitoring of the crop. The interactions provided valuable feedback on local

agronomic practices followed in the area. The survey concluded on a positive note, with the team
encouraging farmers to continue the existing effective practices and to remain vigilant for any potential

disease occurrence to sustain crop productivity.
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West Bengal
A field survey was conducted on 22™ and 24" December 2025 in the adjoining areas of the BCKV,
Kalyani Centre by a team of scientists comprising Dr. Raghunath Mandal, Dr. Anirban Maji, and Dr.

Shyamali Das to assess the current [+ \ . ‘/ 7 <E5
disease and insect pest status of the :
wheat crop. The survey included
farmers’ fields in Chakdah and
Kalyani blocks of Nadia district. The
majority of farmers had sown wheat
varieties HD 2967 and Shriram 303.
Overall crop health was good, and no
disease symptoms were observed in
the surveyed fields. However, sporadic termite infestation was recorded. Farmers were advised to adopt
seed treatment with Chlorpyriphos 20 EC @ 4 ml/kg seed or Fipronil 5% SC @ 5 ml/kg seed for effective
management of termites. It was noted that none of the farmers had treated seed prior to sowing. Similarly,
no disease incidence was observed in the experimental plots of the BCKV farm; however, minor termite

infestation was detected in a few agronomy experimental plots.

Maharashtra

In December 2025, a brief crop health survey was conducted by Dr. Sudhir Navathe, Scientist, ICAR-
AICWIP Wheat, MACS-ARI, Pune in the districts of Pune and Satara to assess the wheat crop status and
facilitate disease surveillance. The timely sown wheat crop was observed to be at the tillering stage, while
in a few locations, late-sown wheat was also noticed. Overall, the crop condition remained healthy, and
no incidence of rust diseases was observed during the survey. However, sporadic infestations of black
aphids were recorded in some densely sown plots, for which standard control measures were suggested to
the farmers.

Surveys were conducted to know the status of wheat health in Mahabaleshwar and adjoining area by Dr.
M.A. Sushir, Junior Wheat Pathologist, Dr. V.M. Sali, Junior Plant Pathologist and Dr. D.S. Kadam Asstt.
Prof. & Wheat Rust Mycologist, RWRRS Mahabaleshwar, Dist. Satara (Maharashtra). On December 10,
2025, Taldev, Tapola, Medha, and Satara area were surveyed. The crop was in seedling stage and found
healthy and free from pest and diseases. On December 22, 2025, Bhilar, Pasarani and Wai area were
surveyed. The crop was in seedling stage and sowing of late sown wheat crop was going on. Crop was

found healthy and free from pest and diseases. However, nutritional deficiency was observed in some
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pockets. Conclusively, no incidence of leaf and stem rust was observed on farmers field as well as on
wheat trap nurseries in Maharashtra till date. Whereas, leaf and stem rust initiation was observed on
artificial inoculated wheat rust disease nursery of RWRRS, Mahabaleshwar. Overall wheat crop is found

healthy and free from pest and diseases in our locality. During the month, climatic conditions were

NN .1

favorable for wheat growth, with
maximum temperatures ranging
from 28 to 30°C and minimum
temperatures between 4.5 and
11°C, averaging around 7°C. No
abnormal rainfall or hailstorm
events were recorded during this
period at Niphad. A roving
survey was conducted on 24" December 2025 by Mr. B.M. Mhaske, Dr. N.M. Magar, and Mr. S.S.
Chitodkar to assess the crop health status in Niphad tahsil of Nashik district. The survey covered the
villages of Pimpalas, Chandori Saykheda, Songaon, Ramnagar, Pimpalgaon (Nipani), and Jakhori. The
predominant wheat varieties grown in the surveyed arecas were Phule Samadhan, DBW 359 (Karan
Shivangi), Shriram 111, along with other private-sector varieties. Most fields were observed to be at the
Crown Root Initiation (CRI) stage. No incidence of leaf rust, stem rust, or leaf blight was detected. Aphid
infestation was negligible, and no stem borer incidence was recorded. Low-level shoot fly infestation was
observed in a few fields, with incidence ranging from 0.5 to 1.0%. Overall, the wheat crop condition in
the surveyed areas was good. Additionally, the Wheat Disease Monitoring Nursery at Pimpalgaon

Baswant remained free from both leaf and stem rust.

Karnataka

A crop health survey was conducted during December 2025 in the districts of Dharwad, Belagavi, and
Bagalkote, covering Hubli, Annigeri, Navalgund, Bagalkote, and Chikkodi talukas. The crop across all
locations was at the tillering to flowering stages. Sowing was delayed in most areas due to prolonged
rainfall during the season. No incidence of leaf rust or stem rust was observed in any of the surveyed
fields. Leaf blight severity ranged from 00-12. Foot rot incidence varied between 0 and 5 percent, with the
highest incidence (5%) recorded in Kalawad village of Navalgund taluka. Shoot fly incidence ranged
from 0 to 2 percent. Aphid infestation of about 5 percent was observed in Kerurwadi village of Chikkodi

taluka, Belagavi district.
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Table 2: Information on crop stage and pest incidence recoded during survey in Karnataka

Date of Lat Long

Survey Village Taluka | District ™) () Conditions | Stage |Variety| SR |LR|LB |Foot rot Insects
02.12.2025 Mantur Hubli | Dharwad - - RF Tillering | DW | 0 | 0 |01 1% Shootlfy- 1%
02.12.2025 Shiraguppi Hubli | Dharwad | 15.36196 | 75.32755 RF Tillering - 0| 0|01 0 0
02.12.2025 Annigeri Annigeri | Dharwad | 15.44731 | 75.40697 RF Tillering - 01000 1% Shootfly-2%
02.12.2025 Basapur Annigeri | Dharwad | 15.49324 | 75.38069 RF Tillering - 0] 0Ol 1% Shootlfy-1%
02.12.2025 Kalawad Navalgund| Dharwad | 15.49197 | 75.30833 RF Tillering - 01| 0|0l 5% Shootlfy-0%
02.12.2025 Hebsur Hubli | Dharwad | 15.45425 | 75.27652 RF Tillering | BW | 0 | 0 |01 1% Shootfly-1%
02.12.2025 Byahatti Hubli | Dharwad | 15.450980 | 75.249841 RF Tillering | BW | 0 | 0 |01 0 0
02.12.2025 Sulla Hubli | Dharwad | 15.456992 | 75.164468 RF Flowering| BW | 0 | 0 | 12 0 0
05.12.2025 | ARS, Bagalkote | Bagalkote | Bagalkote | 16.172842 | 75.696144 RI Tillering | Trial | 0 | 0 | 01 0 0
11.12.2025 Kerurwadi Chikkodi | Belagavi | 16.496558 | 74.636903 IR Flowering| BW 00|12 0 Aphids- 5%
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